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Conception of Literature」、講義をもとにした『文学論』(大倉書店 1907)出版という文
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Summary of Thesis: 
Natume Soseki (real name Natsume Kin’nosuke, 1867-1916) is well known as both an 
author and theorist. Early in his career as a novelist, he taught English literature at the Tokyo 
Imperial University. In a series of lectures entitled “General Conception of Literature” (1903-1905) 
he attempted to generalize what literature was, to theorize how it functioned when read, and to 
explain why literary valuations often changed throughout history. These lectures were revised and 
expanded for publication with his pupil’s support, eventually becoming what is known today as 
Theory of Literature, hereafter Theory, originally published in 1907 and translated into English in 
2009. 
In this study I take a new approach in my rereading of Theory, comparing the first 
published version of the text with extant notebooks of Soseki’s pupils in which they took notes of the 
original lectures. Discovered only in the 2000s, we can see interesting interactions between the 
process of Theory’s formation and Soseki’s own novel writing. 
  
The dissertation consists of an introduction, three large parts, and supplementary data. 
In Part 1: The Environment of the Department of English Literature in the College of 
Literature, Tokyo Imperial University (Tokyo teikoku daigaku bunka daigaku eibungakka), I 
assess the academic and educational environment of the university while Natsume Soseki was on 
the faculty. This part is divided into three chapters; Chapter 1: Natsume Kin’nosuke the New 
Returnee: Studying in London and his predecessor Koizumi Yakumo (Lafcadio Hearn), Chapter 2: 
“General Conception of Literature” and University Students: Their Notebooks and Class Schedules, 
and Chapter 3: The Plan for Theory of Literature in His Lecture “On Form”: The Origin of his 
Concept of “Self-Centeredness.” 
In Part 2: “General Conception of Literature” and Soseki’s Early Works, I demonstrate the 
interactions between the process of Theory’s formation and Soseki’s own early-period novel writing. 
This part contains four chapters: Chapter 4: The Lectures on Shakespeare and Theatrical Analogy: 
from “On the Ghost in Macbeth” to The Tower of London, Chapter 5: Reaching Critical Point a 
Theory of Depiction: The Visualization Issues and The Three-Cornered World, Chapter 6: The Logic 
of “Spatial illusion”: The illusion of Persuasion and Nowaki, and Chapter 7: “Group F” and  
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Subconscious Struggles: The Lecture “English Literature in 18th Century” and Nihyakutouka (210th 
Day). 
In Part 3: Various Approaches to the Post-publication Theory of Literature, I examine 
Theory from various theoretical frameworks: a textual criticism approach; the reception of literary 
criticism after Soseki’s death; post-colonial translation studies; and various appropriations of 
Soseki’s concepts. It includes four chapters; Chapter 8: The Trouble with an Unpardonable Printer: 
Textual Criticism and the Hardcover Editions of Theory of Literature, Chapter 9: Theory of 
Literature and An Introduction to Literature: The Publication of Koizumi Yakumo’s Lectures at the 
Tokyo Imperial University, Chapter 10: A Historical Review of Zhang Wojun’s Chinese Translation 
of Theory of Literature: A Textual Critique of the Pocket Edition and The Complete Works of 
Soseki, and Chapter 11: Cheng Fangwu and the Desire for a Science of Literature: The Addition of 
“Differentials” to Theory of Literature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
